Unity-Washington & Wesley United
Methodist Church Newsletter

Pastor’s Pause: Rev. Bonnie Shively

“God is Good”

Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good! His faithful love endures forever.
- Psalm 118:1

God’s beauty can be seen all around us as more and more colorful
flowers are springing up everywhere. The first strawberries are just
being picked. And, the Easter season continues as we remember that
God'’s love endures forever.

The month of May looks to be quite busy for us. May 5t is the 60t
annual observance of the National Day of Prayer. This year’s theme is
‘A Mighty Fortress is Our God” and is based on Psalm 91:2. Thisis a
wonderful time to come together to pray for our community and
churches, and for government and educational issues.

During the month we will celebrate Mother’s Day, recognize our high
school and college graduates, and celebrate Memorial Day. Many of
us will enjoy family gatherings with a variety of cook-outs and parties.
In all of this let us remember to give thanks to the Lord, for he is good!

In closing, | want to encourage each of us to consider this question -
How do | share my witness of the goodness of the Lord?

God is so good,

God is so good,

» God is so good,
— He’s so good to me. ¥
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MYF News

May 7™ — We will have fellowship with Sunnyside Alliance Church for an all day fun
filled event. We will begin with a huge community yard sale. There will also be a lot
of food: pit beef, hot dogs, hamburgers, bake table. Games like Corn hole and a moon
bounce along with a VVolleyball Tournament will surely entertain everyone. Cost of
Tournament will be $15.00 per Team of 6. WOLC will be there and Blackwater
refuge volunteers will have a live critter exhibit. Come out and join us for a day of
Christian camaraderie. All proceeds from the day’s events will benefit the Local fire
companies.

May 15" - MYF 6:30 to 8pm

May 22" - No MYF

May 28" - Scavenger Hunt 2pm-4pm
$40.00 per team, Goes towards the Property
Improvement fund.

June 4" - Yard sale - We need items

June 27" —July 1°* - Bible school

July 6™ — July 10" - KINGSFEST! 111111

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Attention to All! - June 27th -July 1st
"Shake it Up" is this year’s theme
Our mission is to fill the food bank with canned food and HAVE FUN!
Let Us Shake things up At VBS!
If you have a mom, there is nowhere you are likely to go where a

prayer has not already been.
~Robert Brault
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Mary Martha Circle News

After the Lenten Service on April 14, 21 circle members met in the parlor to
plan our upcoming events. Circle members and guests will meet at Pizza King for
our end of the year dinner. The cost is $14 per person and reservations can be
made to Julie by May 8. We will be enjoying a buffet dinner on Thursday, May 12.
Additionally, plans were made for a unique fundraising event at Wheaton’s in
Seaford. This Fall the circle will sell tickets that can be redeemed for a 20% discount
on purchases on the date set aside for us. This will be open to church members and
friends. Refreshments will be served too! Keep this in mind as you plan your Fall
and holiday shopping. More information will be coming. New flatware and serving
spoons were procured by Charlotte Lankford on behalf of the circle and will be
added to kitchen after some cleaning and sorting. The members celebrated
Secretary’s Day with a gift for our own Debbie Sherman.

Finally, Reverend Bonnie presented a painting done by a local artist from
Janice Moore. The painting of Susanna Wesley has hung in Janice’s home for many
years and now will hang in the women'’s parlor. The model was an illustration in a
1946 issue of Women’s Day.

Unity-Washington Wesley
March 2011 2011 2010 2011 2010
Worship
Attendance 98 110 25 23
Sunday School
Attendance 44 52 5 4
Nursery Attendance -- 5 -- --
Worship Offering $2,202.75 $2,782.46 | $419.00 | $303.75
Sunday School $39.63 $38.88
Offering -- --

Unity-Washington UMC will be hosting a SOS/StoriQB
of Survival event on Sunday, May 8th Q,/\@, J
during the 10:30AM worship service. A
This is a national ministry opportunity, (é(s’

sponsored by Compassion International,

that will help us understand the fight for life

mothers and babies living in exireme poverty

face every day. It also provides a chance for
each of us to act, helping mothers and babies

live so they may discover their God-given
potential. When we respond to SOS, we can
create new stories of survival. More information will
be shared on the 8th, to let you know

how you can help.
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WORDS FROM WESLEY UMC

The Wesley UMC Adult Choir presented their monthly worship service for
residents at Genesis Health Center in Seaford DE on Palm Sunday , April 17th.
Calvin Collins joined the group and presented two solos for the Easter season.
The following selection is from that program.

THE JOURNEY IS PART OF THE GIFT

Jesus Christ gives the wonderful gift of eternal life to all who believe
in Him. It's a treasure that carries with it forgiveness for all our sins,
and God's never-failing love.

Christ's gift began with a journey. He left the splendors of heaven to
come to our sin-drenched earth. He took upon Himself our humanity
and walked the long road to the cross. There He bore our sin and all
of its penalty. And should we say to Him in gratitude, 'lt's too much,
Jesus. You shouldn't have done it." We can picture Him looking at
us with love-filled eyes and saying tenderly, "The journey is part of the
gift."

Nearly New Shop
Schedule

May 21% - Lisa Murray and
Esther Jones

May 28" — Jeanne Windsor
and Ann Corkran

June 18" - Joyce Nimmo and
Esther Jones

Bill Naugle - Easter 2011

Funds Drive for Energy Needs

On the 4™ Sunday of May, June, and July an envelope will be provided in the morning
bulletin to give those interested an opportunity to donate to the funds needed to pre-pay
for oil for the next heating season. Thank you for your support.
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News and Notes

May 5 - 6:30PM - 60th Annual Observance of the National Day of Prayer - a brief
service will be held at the Hurlock Train Station. This year's theme is "A Mighty
Fortress is Our God" based on Psalm 91:2. Join us as we pray for our community and
churches and for government and educational issues.

May 7 - 7:00AM-2:00PM - Sunnyside Springfest at Sunnyside Alliance Church,
Secretary, MD. There will be a large yard sale, volleyball tournament, Bluegrass Band,
Food-Drinks-Baked Goods, "The Good, the Bad, & the Ugly" (DNR Exhibit), WOLC will be
broadcasting.

May 8 - 8:30-10:00AM - Mother's Day Breakfast in the U-W Fellowship Hall. A freewill
offering will be taken to benefit the U-W Youth Group.

May 15-21 - Law Enforcement Officers Week - We will be recognizing these officers
during the worship service on May 15th.

May 20 - 7:30PM - Ivan Parker In Concert at Woodbridge High School Auditorium,
Bridgeville, DE. The doors will open at 6:30PM. Tickets ($15.00) may be purchased at the
Union UMC Church Office in Bridgeville or by calling 302-424-0601. This event is
sponsored by the Finance Committee of Union UMC.

May 22 - Recognition of Graduates - we will be honoring our high school and college
graduates. A reception will follow the worship service. Please turn in all names of
graduates along with their school name into the office by Wednesday, May 18.

May 29 - 5:00PM - NDHS Baccalaureate Service will be held in the school auditorium.

May Sermon Titles:

May 1 - "Unlocking the Doors"

May 8 - "Mothers & Babies"

May 15 - "Easy Access"

May 22 - "How Can We Know the Way?"
May 29 - "Every Day is a Memorial Day"

If you have some information you would like to contribute to the newsletter - please sent to
ekimball@bdkonline.com or uwumc@yahoo.com.
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The Invisible Mother

It all began to make sense, the blank stares, the lack of response, the way one of the kids will walk into the room
while I'm on the phone and ask to be taken to the store. Inside I'm thinking, "Can't you see I'm on the phone?"
Obviously not; no one can see if I'm on the phone, or cooking, or sweeping the floor, or even standing on my head

in the corner, because no one can see me at all. I'm invisible. The invisible Mom.

Some days | am only a pair of hands, nothing more! Can you fix this? Can you tie this? Can you open this?

Some days I'm not a pair of hands; I'm not even a human being. I'm a clock to ask, "What time is it?" I'm a satellite
guide to answer, "What number is the Disney Channel" ( Jersey Shore now :() I'm a car to order, "Right

around 5:30, please."” Some days I'm a crystal ball; "Where's my other sock?, Where's my phone?,

What's for dinner?" | was certain that these were the hands that once held books and the eyes

that studied history, music and literature -but now, they had disappeared into the peanut butter, never to be seen
again. She's going, she's going, she's gone!

One night, a group of us were having dinner, celebrating the return of a friend from England . She had just gotten
back from a fabulous trip, and she was going on and on about the hotel she stayed in. | was sitting there,

looking around at the others all put together so well. It was hard not to compare and feel sorry for myself. | was
feeling pretty pathetic, when she turned to me with a beautifully wrapped package, and said, "I brought you

this." It was a book on the great cathedrals of Europe . | wasn't exactly sure why she'd given it to me until | read
her inscription: "With admiration for the greatness of what you are building when no one sees.”

In the days ahead | would read - no, devour - the book. And | would discover what would become for me, four life-
changing truths, after which | could pattern my work:

1.) No one can say who built the great cathedrals - we have no record of their names.

2.) These builders gave their whole lives for a work they would never see finished.

3.) They made great sacrifices and expected no credit.

4.) The passion of their building was fueled by their faith that the eyes of God saw everything.

A story of legend in the book told of a rich man who came to visit the cathedral while it was being built, and he saw
a workman carving a tiny bird on the inside of a beam. He was puzzled and asked the man, "Why are you
spending so much time carving that bird into a beam that will be covered by the roof, No one will ever see it." And
the workman replied, "Because God sees."

| closed the book, feeling the missing piece fall into place. It was almost as if | heard God whispering to me, "l see
you. | see the sacrifices you make every day, even when no one around you does." No act of kindness you've
done, no sequin you've sewn on, no cupcake you've baked, no hockey/soccer/piano/Scout/school meeting, no last
minute errand is too small for me to notice and smile over. You are building a great cathedral, but you can't see
right now what it will become. | keep the right perspective when | see myself as a great builder. As one of the
people who show up at a job that they will never see finished, to work on something that their name will never be
on. The writer of the book went so far as to say that no cathedrals could ever be built in our lifetime because there
are so few people willing to sacrifice to that degree.

When [ really think about it, | don't want my son to tell the friend he's bringing home from college for Thanksgiving,
"My Mom gets up at four in the morning and bakes homemade pies, and then she hand bastes a turkey for three
hours and presses all the linens for the table." That would mean I'd built a monument to myself. | just want him to
want to come home. And then, if there is anything more to say to his friend, he'd say, "You're gonna love it

there!"

As mothers, we are building great cathedrals. We cannot be seen if we're doing it right. And one day, it is very

possible that the world will marvel, not only at what we have built, but at the beauty that has been added to the
world by the sacrifices of invisible mothers.

Out Reach Idea for May

Remember a friend or neighbor with a card or a phone call.
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LLong Term Prayer Llist

If anyone has a name that should be removed from this Prayer List, please contact the church

office @ 410-943-3222.

Adeline Mock
Annette Smith
Betty Nagel

Beverly Morris
Brenda Coulbourne
Brittany Prager
Carol Bramble
Carroll Pinkett
Cate Cordrey
Charles Haddaway
Chris Foxwell
Crystal

Daniel Murray & Family
David Jones

Dick Wilson
Donald Jones
Eileen Jones
Eleanor Hallowell
Ellie Everton
Ferguson Gemeny, Jr
Gary Sheets
George Sherman
vy Sherwood
Janice Moore
James McMiillan
Jean Hallowell
Jean Knodle

John Jones

Julie Lowry

Herb Rager

Larry & Marsha Kile
Leonard Gadow
Lisa Short

Lloyd & Joan Fooks
Louise Hurley
Louise Neal
Margaret Jones
Marlene Ervin
Mary Beth Adams
Margie Naugle
Megan Smith
Merritt Pritchett
Mimi Brown

Mrs. Newton

Nancy McCulley
Paula Nelson
Robert Stafford
Rev. Lloyd Foard
Ronnie Nichols
Samantha Wright
Stevie Williams
Sylvia & Eddie Hollerman
T.J. Hess, Jr.
Terry Kokochak
Traci Kimball
Vicki Swain

With Sympathy

Gladys Lloyd
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